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FOSSIL FUEL-FREE: Hilgrove Mews homes have solar panels integrated in the roof, super-insulation and triple glazing to keep them warm 
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From zero 
to hero
DEBORAH STONE  
reports on one  
firm’s vision for 
energy-efficient 
homes for all

W
hen award-winning 
house builders Verto homes 
launched their first Zero 
Carbon Smart homes in the 
UK back in 2015 they sold all 
seven before they had even 

been built. Overlooking newquay’s great 
western Beach in Cornwall, the four-bedroom, 
four-bathroom, island reach properties set 
new standards for both sustainability and 
smart-home technology.

now two more eco-efficient developments  
in newquay have sold out, Towan heights and 
hilgrove Mews phase one, with hilgrove Mews 
phases two and three under construction and 
plans for more in Truro and rock in Cornwall 
plus Plymouth and exeter in devon.

The Cornwall-based company aims  
to change the way people live by changing the 
homes they live in and, crucially, building  
energy-efficient houses and flats that ordinary 
people can afford.

“if you’ve got a couple of million spare  
to build your own house and you’re into 
sustainability you can have all the bells and 
whistles but we want to make sustainability 
available to the masses,” says Tom Carr, who 
co-founded the company with richard Pearce. 

“we want to make sustainability a bit sexier. 
People’s perception of what sustainable 
housing looks like is not what we produce and 
we want to make zero carbon living available 
to everyone.”

hilgrove Mews is just a few minutes from 
newquay’s Tolcarne Beach and a mix  
of townhouses, semi-detached homes and 
apartments with photovoltaic solar panels 
integrated in roofs to provide energy that can 
be stored or distributed wherever it is needed.

homes are also installed with ground-
source heat pumps or air-source heat pumps. 
These absorb ambient heat from the ground 
and outside air, then use it to heat the building. 
heated fresh air is also supplied by a  
mechanical ventilation with heat recovery 
unit, while triple-glazed windows combined 
with super-insulated walls means there  

is minimal heat loss so the homes need even 
less energy to keep them warm. 

For sale from £245,000 to £325,000 (01872 
672737; hilgrovemews.co.uk) hilgrove Mews 
homes are completely free from fossil fuels.

it’s a far cry from traditional housing, as 
Tom points out: “The nationals [building 
firms] have been building cookie cutter homes 
for decades,” he says. “There have been no 
design-led changes in the way we live or the 
way homes are constructed since the war. 

“we want to provide a home that enables 
you to live a zero carbon lifestyle. The 
europeans have been building homes 
efficiently for decades now, so it is only  
a matter of time before the UK has  
to do the same.”

But there’s a problem, he says: “every  
time the UK government tries to bring  
in legislation towards sustainable living the 
nationals simply say no.

he adds: “if we want to try to reduce 
people’s carbon footprint then surely homes 
are a great place to start? But when the UK 
government tried to enforce sustainable living 
on a national basis, in the Code For Sustainable 
homes, that was knocked back. 

“The government also had a target that  
by 2016 all new homes had to be zero carbon 
but we couldn’t be further away from that  
if we tried.”

Verto homes believe they are building the 
most energy-efficient homes on the UK 
market, says richard, and he emphasises that 
insulation is key: “There’s no point having all 
this micro-generation technology that’s 
producing its own energy and managing it if 
your house leaks like a sieve. it needs to be a 
thermally efficient home, then add in the 
technology, and you have a really warm home 
where you rarely have to turn the heating on.”


